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For 29 years, we’ve proudly supported the Arrowhead EMS Conference.  
Remember to visit our exhibit and enter to win a financial award for your EMS program.

Life-threatening emergencies can strike at any moment. 
Fortunately, we respond just as fast.
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Cover Story

During the May 2008 EMS Week BBQ, SSgt Grant A. Gimpel, 
148/CEFO, of the 148th Air National Guard Fire Department 
in Duluth, MN, requested that a “few” of last year’s conference 
mugs be sent to the Fire Fighters in Baghdad.  “Coffee mugs 
with lids are so hard to come by that I gave them my mug when 
I left,” stated SSgt Gimpel.  In Baghdad, where the wind is 
constantly blowing and sand gets into everything, a simple, ordinary 
coffee mug with a lid became a necessity.  

Upon learning of the need for mugs with 
lids, Patrick Lee, Executive Director of 
Arrowhead EMS Association, sent an 
entire case of mugs to 447th AEG/ECES/
FD (Air Expeditionary Group, Expedition-
ary Civil Engineering Squadron, Fire 
Department), Sather Air Base, Baghdad Iraq.

As you can see by the cover photo 
sent to AEMSA by SMSgt Travis J. Raby, Assistant Fire 
Chief, 447 ECES/CEF, President, Top III, SARC Liaison, 
Sather Air Base, Baghdad, Iraq, the mugs have not only pro-
vided an opportunity for a sand-free beverage, but given a 
morale boost to the soldiers who risk their lives for our freedom.


